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Why Cigarettes Should Be Made Illegal and Marijuana Should Be Legalized
For several years, there has been a heated debate on the legalization or illegalization of either marijuana or cigarettes. Proponents of each of the two critic the other and try to come up with theories and facts to support their claims. Based on different findings on health research about marijuana and tobacco, it is clear the numerous Americans understand the health risks that smoking has on their health (Motel npg). Although the debate on which should be legalized and which should not be legalized seems endless, marijuana should be legalized due to its benefits such as having medicinal value among others. 
Unlike cigarettes, marijuana can be used for medical purposes. Like any other medicine, marijuana can be prescribed by a physician. To ascertain the importance of marijuana as a medicine, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved marijuana for treatment of some of the exceptional and severe types of epilepsy, Lennox-Gastaut syndrome and Dravet syndrome. Due to its significance marijuana has been prescribed and distributed to the public in different was from other prescribed drugs. According to the 2017 federal report, marijuana use is said to relieve the nausea related to chemotherapy and the chronic pain.  On the contrary, no research or study has ever shown any importance of cigarettes other than the health risks it poses on the users (Motel npg). 
Although the use of cigarette is termed as the highest risk factor for lung cancer, science has proven that smoking of marijuana cannot be linked to lung cancer. The study on whether marijuana causes lung cancer was published in the federal report of 2017, a study that took about two decades. In addition, the report revealed that cigarette smoking is one of the major factors contributing to the rise in cases of heart disease (Cohen 285). However, the report indicated that research did not identify any association of marijuana use and heart attacks or even strokes. This report clearly reveals that cigarettes should be completely illegalized because according to statistics, they have led to a great percentage of loss of lives. This is a clear indication that comparing between the two, marijuana should be legalized (Waugh npg). 
Additionally, marijuana has a higher economic advantage over cigarette. Statistics show that about twenty percent of the American population smokes cigarettes and unknown number, which is approximated to be the same or slightly higher use marijuana. Comparing the production cost of each of them and their consumption, marijuana has a greater economic value than cigarettes (Cohen 287). Studies show that it would take a huge piece of land to pan tobacco because it diminishes soil and it must be rotated. Additionally, you would have to invest heavily for production of a few boxes of cigarettes. On the other hand, marijuana can be grown anywhere. It takes shorter period for marijuana to mature and harvest and does not take a long manufacturing process like cigarettes, which have to be treated, aged and dried in significant ways after harvest. Apart from their difference in growth and manufacture, marijuana is more expensive than cigarettes and if legalized and taxed, would earn the nation more tax than cigarettes. A study published by The Washington Times 2011 reveals that marijuana is a multi-billion dollar economy and its illegalization would make the country incur huge losses in terms of revenue collection. Instead of the government legalizing cigarettes, which have more risks on the people’s health and minimal revenue collection, it should legalize marijuana and see the economy grow tremendously (Cohen 289).  Legalization of marijuana will not only earn the government income through revenue collection but it will also create jobs for many unemployed youths and reduce criminal activities in the nation. 
Unlike cigarettes which have more harm than benefits on human health, marijuana is well known for increasing creativity. According to a study in 2012 on Consciousness and Cognition marijuana was found to make people more creative. The researchers tested about hundred users of marijuana while sober and while intoxicated with marijuana. The research proved that while intoxicated, the users were more fluent and more creative than they tested while sober. A similar test was carried out on cigarette users and it proved that while intoxicated, cigarette users were less fluent and less creative (Waugh npg). 
In conclusion, regardless of the heated debate among the proponents of cigarettes and those of marijuana, it is clear that each has its benefits and effects. However, comparing the two, it is clear that the government should legalize marijuana and illegalize cigarettes. Unlike cigarettes, which are too harmful to human health, marijuana is a medicine. Research has proven and it has been tested that marijuana is able to heal various diseases and syndromes. Additionally, cigarettes have been termed as one of the leading causes of lung cancer and heart attacks and no study has shown marijuana to cause any disease. Economically, the two have very notable differences, and legalized, marijuana would earn the country huge revenue collections. For better, health risk free and economically strong nation, the government should consider legalizing marijuana and illegalizing not only the use, but also the manufacturing of cigarettes. 
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